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To: The Commission 

COMMENTS IN SUPPORT 
OF CTIA REQUEST FOR EXTENSION 

OF REPLY COMMENT DEADLINE 

Cingular Wireless LLC (“Cingular”) and Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless 

(“Verizon”) support the Request for Extension of Reply Comment Deadline filed by CTIA–The 

Wireless Association™ on June 13, 2004.   

As CTIA correctly points out, a number of issues have been raised for the first time in 

comments — issues that require a careful reexamination of how airborne cellular usage can be 

accomplished consistent with the public interest.  In particular, the homeland security, CALEA, 

and passenger location issues first raised in the joint filing of the U.S. Department of Justice, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, and Department of Homeland Security require serious attention.  

Addressing these issues will have significant implications not only for the technical parameters 

of airborne operation but also for the licensing, control, and operation of airborne picocells. 

In addition, a wide-ranging variety of technical issues have been addressed in the many 

comments that responded directly to the interference and licensing issues raised in the Notice of 

Proposed Rulemaking.  Cingular and Verizon intend to address many of these comments in a 

reply filing.  Given the number and complexity of the comments, the sixty-day extension sought 



  2

by CTIA will permit participants to provide more detailed and meaningful responses to these 

complex issues. 

CTIA correctly notes that the requested extension of time will not prejudice any party, 

given the need for the completion of related Federal Aviation Administration proceedings that  

will not be ripe for resolution for more than a year.  Cingular and Verizon support CTIA’s 

request for an extension of the reply comment deadline to August 26, 2005. 
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